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1. - i iet with Ely today 4 May at 1830. I reported to hi* 
gl*t of conversation with Dim ref erence possible action, of 
Revolutionary Committee and "Congress". I told Ely that Diem 
was concerned over radical proposals of RevolutionaryCommitte© 
and was aware of danger that Committee might later turn against 
him, 1 explained Dlem t s desire to tester resolutions of the fc- : 

Committee, but did hot say that Diem expected Congress to support 
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resolution calling on Bap Dai to resign,. 
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2. Ely again expressed his profound fears that Viet Minh 
would control Committee, which he insists was formed initially 
to overthrow Diem rather than hao Dai. 1 told Ely that tie had . 
no information on latter point and asked if he could give: us 
basis for his statement. He roplied. roly that they had it from 
one of Diem 1 s own Ministers whom he reluctantly identified as " . 
Mr, HUTEN, Minister of Refugees; 

3. Ely asked what position of US would be if Committee 
and Congress would actually depose Bao Dai, X said 1 could 
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not pro judge this question but hoped that Diem could prevent 
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suoh a resolution. 1 informed hi# that X would see Die# again 
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at 2000 this evening to inforn Die# that I had official 
instructions from State Dept urging moderation and again 
stressing necessity for broadening Die# Oovt and proceeding with 
implementation of reform programs* X next referred to my 
distress at growing anti-French sentiment among Vietnamese and 
American press correspondents. X repeated ay hope that Sly 
could persuade Binh Xuyen to withdraw from their three remaining 

posts in French sone of Saigon. Ely reacted with some irritation 
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to this suggestion, but nevertheless said that he had been 
trying to arrange this for the past several days. 

4. Sly repeated his belief in statement made yesterday 
that there was a strong reaction throughout the country against 
Diem. X told hi# that X dould not discover this reaction and 
suggested that be carefully evaluate reports submitted to him 
by his staff. X pointed out that many of his people had said 
that Vietnamese Army would not remain loyal to Diem if action 
were taken against Binh Xuyen; that the Army would not fight; 
that Army was not capable of driving Binh Xuyen from city; that 
civil war would break out throughout country; and that Hoa Hao, 
particularly Ba Cut, would come to aid of Binh Xuyen. X pointed 
out that none of these predictions had actually developed, 

although it was true that if Binh Xuyen went underground civil 
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war might still develop. Again Sly reacted quite strongly 
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against my suggestions and said that only reason that these 

conditions had not developed was because of French action to 
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bring noderation on all elenents including Vietnamese Amy. 

5, As we left Van Laethaa apologised to me for his 
discourtesy of the day before. X thanked him for his apology 
and said X realised the great stress under which General Ely 
and his staff have been, working for some time. He suggested 
that we have a, friendly exchange of views with respect to 
indications of Communist infiltration, which I readily accepted 
and which- 1 will follow up., 
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